


























Raising Educational Standards and Strengthening National
Competitiveness

Co-operation in education with domestic and foreign organizations
by providing scholarships and overseas study tours; collaborating internation-
ally in manpower specialization for niche markets; conducting academic
exchanges; supporting participation in international academic competitions and
programmes; publishing bilingual textbooks; promoting Thailand to serve as
the education centre for neighbouring countries; fostering talent and striving
for academic excellence; promoting education in science and technology; and
developing manpower in the academic discipline of economics and special-
ized in international relations.

Building research and development (R&D) capability at international
level; enticing, enabling, and supporting professional researchers; enhancing
joint state — private sector research suitable for commercial applications; and
creating centres of excellence that focus on graduate studies and research.

Developing and promoting innovation and improving technologies;
promoting local wisdom; improving the quality of selected products in the
range called One Tambon One Product
(OTOP)? products as well as of Small and
Medium Enterprises (SMEs).

Select Objectives of the
Strategic Action Plan

Expansion of Free Schooling up
to 14 Years

From October 2002 onward, twelve
years of free basic education covering six
years at primary and six years at secondary
levels were offered to all students. As of
May 2004, this subsidy was extended to 14
years, including two years of pre-primary
schooling. In addition, the Compulsory
Education Act, effective since 1 January
2003, requires that all children aged 7-16
be enrolled in basic education institutions,
except for those who have already com-
pleted grade 9.

5 Tambon is the Thai designation of the local administration unit that comprises ten or more

house clusters / settlements / villages called mu ban in Thai.
S5
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Teacher Development

The curriculum for teacher training was revised. According to the new
curriculum, the first four years are dedicated to coursework, while the last year
is focused on pedagogy. Furthermore, in-service training on applications of
advanced methods and techniques will be provided throughout the teaching
career path.

Educational Standards and Quality Assurance

Three types of national educational standards, namely, national education
standards, educational standards of internal quality assurance, and educational
standards for external quality assessment serve for internal quality control,
assessment, audit, and assurance.

Introduction of ICT to Education

The National ICT for Education Master Plan (2004-2006) covers three
main strategies, namely, enhancing study through the application of ICT, training
educational administration and management personnel, and creating infrastruc-
ture through and for applications of ICT.



Child-friendly School Project

To fulfill the need for the kind of learning environment in which to
nurture children, with child-friendly settings to stimulate creativity and learning,
coupled with opportunities for social interaction, collaborative ventures were
launched with international organisations, namely, UNESCO, UNICEF, UN
Habitat, and SEAMEO.

Knowledge Management and Development

Improvement of the learning environment necessitates the establishment
of e-libraries and learning centres. Special projects are the Knowledge Park,
the Design Centre, the Museum Complex for Learning, and the Centre for
Gifted and Talented Children.

One-District-One-Fellowship Programme

Access to education, in particular higher education, was improved through
the granting of scholarships such as under the One District - One Fellowship
Programme, 2004-20009. Its target is to enable more than 1,800 students from
poor families to continue their studies at university level either in Thailand or
abroad. In addition, income-contingent loans (ICL) for needy students are
offered to ensure that all can afford to pay .
higher-education fees. These loans would be .
repayable, once a student graduated and
started to work. The amount to be repaid is
to be calculated commensurately with the
salary earned.

Dream School Project

Building and strengthening networks
among schools proved an efficient way to
upgrade schools and teaching expertise. In
2004, the Lab School Project was launched
to improve the quality of education by
establishing one so-called “ideal school” in
each district, well equipped with highly
skilled teaching staff and managed by trained
administrators. These schools are to take the
lead role in the training and upgrading of
other schools, operated in collaboration with
the private sector to ensure funding.
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Science Olympiad

Raising awareness among the youth of the importance of mathematics,
science and computer applications are the main objectives of Thailand’s par-
ticipation in the Olympiads. Also, results can be used as indicators of learning
achievements. A look at the Olympiad results over the past five years (2002-
2006) and a comparison between Thailand and some Asian countries, including
China, Taiwan, Korea, Vietnam and Singapore, in the academic disciplines of
chemistry, physics, and biology shows that participants from Thailand ranked
high. Among 250 competitors, those from Thailand earned 30 gold, 41 silver
and 30 bronze medals. In comparison, by number of medals earned Thailand
ranked 3™ for gold, 2™ for silver, and 5" overall.

Fellowships and Scholarships

Funding of annual scholarships and exchange programmes by several
donor countries contributed to capacity building in such areas as English
language proficiency and ICT.



International Education

One of the objectives is to firmly establish Thailand as Southeast Asia’s
education hub.” Over the last decade, the need to cater to the children of a
growing expatriate community, combined with an increasing number of Thai
parents who chose to get their children educated in the country, led to a sharp
increase in the number of international kindergarten and schools nationwide.
Also, foreign students were enrolled in more than 100 schools at the pre-
primary, primary and secondary levels.

As for higher education, there were more than 720 international
programmes covering a broad spectrum of specialized courses, offered by the
country’s public and private higher educational institutions, at bachelor,
master and doctoral degree levels, as of 2005.

Perspectives

Crucial factors in education need to be
reviewed along with the formulation of
future tasks, strategies and plans for educa-
tional reform. Further efforts should also take
into account the compatibility of global stan-
dards with local relevance as well as the
reconciliation of the conflicting postulates of
equity vs. quality.

The era of globalization is characterised
by tremendous breakthroughs in areas such
as nanotechnology, genetics, artificial intel- & — P
ligence, and robotics. The advantages of utilizing technologies for education
drove several countries to introduce programmes which fundamentally and
holistically reform their education systems. Web-based instructions in online-
courses are being delivered through distance learning systems, and a vast
collection of citations, articles from journals, books, conference proceedings
and the likes are available in the digital libraries operated by world-renowned
universities and organizations. The utilization of technologies in education,
particularly of information and communication technologies (ICT), enhanced
lifelong learning opportunities by making learning accessible anywhere and
anytime. Also, ICT increasingly facilitates the participation in education
programmes by the disadvantaged and disabled. Through the facilitation by
certain devices, people in remote areas will be able to access learning sources
in the way that suits them best.!

Regarding widespread, upward trends in education, such as the utiliza-

’ See also the chapter entitled “Development Strategy in Regional Perspective”.
10" See also the chapter entitled “ICT Advancements”.
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tion of technologies in education, and the promotion of education for the ulti-
mate objective of revolutionary scientific and technological innovations, Thai-
land already assumed a leading role in the region. Recently established under
the supervision of the National Science, Technology and Development Agency
(NASTDA), the National Nanotechnology Centre received government sup-
port to develop nano-materials, nano-biotechnology, and nano-electronics.!! In
the future, it is critical that Thailand will more actively foster innovation in
education as well as advancements in science and technology in order to thrive
in a globalized, knowledge-based economy and society. It remains essential,
though, that education continues to raise awareness of the country’s own his-
tory and culture as well as to instill respect among different ethnic and reli-
gious groups so as to ensure appreciation of the diversity of cultures.'?

A major feature of the education reform is to safeguard students’ mental
and intellectual health."® The holistic development of students has called for a
complete overhaul of the existing curriculum. Thus, a new curriculum reflects
a balance between academic subjects and extra-curricular activities. Further-
more, the new curriculum pays greater attention to the development of life
skills, cultivating an appreciation of music, and encouraging participation in
sports and activities conducive to teamwork.'

" See also the chapter entitled “Science, Technology, and Innovation”.

See also the chapter entitled “Culture, Arts, and Religions”.
See also the chapter entitled “Health Strategy and Policy”.
See also the chapter entitled “Sports”.
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Vision

Since long, Thailand attached great
importance to education. A substantial part
of the government budget was consistently
allocated to developing and improving the
planning, design and delivery of education
services throughout the country. Significant
improvements already made facilitate to
build a knowledge-based economy and so-
ciety. Increased access to education for all
and the introduction of ICT applications are
among the current achievements. More re-
cently, attention was trained on issues of
quality in the on-going process of education
reform.

It is no longer possible to confine stu-
dents and their acquisition of knowledge to
local or national concerns, as the need arose
to prepare responsible global citizens who
can actively participate in a new world com-
munity of cultural diversity and complexity.
Cultivating creativity, initiative, capability,
knowledge, and skills to organize ones’
works and days are essentials in the context
of careers along with lifelong learning.
Importance is given to the promotion of moral and ethical values and the
fostering of a sense of social harmony which will guide people to live together
as members of a peaceful society.

Lifelong learning ensures a better quality of life for personal, civic and
social purposes. This is dependent upon initiatives which aim to give learning
a higher profile, both in terms of image and by providing incentives to opt for
learning in order to create a learning culture. Steps are being taken to augment
high-quality human resources in the key sectors where Thailand seeks to attain
and maintain a competitive edge. The raising of the standards of its educa-
tional institutions and the support of gifted individuals capable of advancing
technologies are recognized as preconditions for boosting the capability that is
germane to research and development (R&D). There is no doubt that the
benefits of investment in education will have multiple positive effects.
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